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Franks would penalize owner of Superfund site

By SARAH GREENBLATT
_ STAFF WRITER

Rep. Bob Franks yesterday called for

' : “serious penalties”

SOUTH against the owner of

PLAINFIELD a contaminated
X

I South Pialnfleld/
property if efforts to

contain the sﬁread of toxic chemicals in
the soil do not begin soon.

Flanked by officials from the borough

7

and the federal Ehvifonmental Protec-
tion Agency, Franks, R-7th Dist., yes-

terday toured the Hamilton Industrial

Park, where officials have found high
levels of polychlorinated biphenyls,
lead and cadmium.

If efforts to contain contamination at

the 25-acre federal Superfund site do-

not begin by Monday, Franks said the
EPA should impose maximum financial
penalties against property owner

'D.S.C. of Newark Enterprises.

“Any time you see a problem like

this existing, you want to see imple-_'
- mentation of a corrective action as soom™

as possible,” Franks said. *
Having ordered D.S.C. to pave a

gravel roadway and to fencé off other

contaminated arcas, the EPA could im-

_pose fines of $25,000 per day if the

property owner fails to comply, accord-
ing to Eric Wilson, who is coordinating
agency efforts at the site.

Wilson said paving that was sup-

ﬂ[ziiﬁj

posed to begin July 7 has been resched-
uled to start on Monday.

The work was delayed because

workers hired to complete the project
balked when they heard about health

and safety hazards at the site, Wilson

said.
Bellamy Brothers Paving of Middle-

- sex Borough has agreed to complete

the project, according to Gary Boyer of

Please see Toxic, page A2
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“What happened to resurrect this
thing really is unclear,” Judge Wil-
liam Gazi said, poring over the court s
file. “It’s a curious case.”

'Glenn,} a Highland Park resident,
told Gazi she learned of the out-
. Standing ticket when she went to

fine. Then she received three no-
tices for her to appear in court,

“T don’t remember it said

- Glenn. “It could have ‘been anyone

using the car at the time — my
brother, my sister.”

|" Please se€ Ticket, page A2
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support the deal said one analyst. -

+ “Their current strategy is to give

: s almost all party money to Republicans

and gird their support among individ-
ual Democrats in tobacco states to at

. least hold the present deal together, ‘

or strengthen it,” sard Larry Sabato a

- As of June 30, Philip Morris and R]. -
Reynolds together had given $575,000
in soft money to the RNC this year;
the FEC report showed. Such dona-
tions may be used for party-building -

but not for individual candidates. Nev- .
: ertheless, the parties have fOund ways -

“antvll Aald dulie LAWIHAACLS  1ldve

called for a ban on the contributions.

The RNC garnered $1.3 million in

soft money last month. Other big do--

nors included M & M Holdings Inc.,.a
Tennessee  property development
firm that gave $75,000, and telecom-
munications giant TCI Inc., which
gave $40,000. '

- million for the first six months ending__
June 30. The RNC had $1 million in
cash on hand at the end of June and -

was $3 mxlhon in debt.

Six-month - figures for the Demo—
cratic Natlonal Committee will be
available around the end of July.
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Oxford Environmental, a consulting
firm hired by D. SC -

“The pavmg company also will fulfill

EPA orders to erect a fence on the
property and to prevent tainted runoff
from entering the Bound Brook
- Boyer said.

Laborers from Bellamy Brothers

have been trained in working at con- -

taminated sites, Wilson said,. adding
that this requirement is sometimes
difficult To meet.

It will take Bellamy Brothers two
weeks to pave the road, three weeks
to erect the fence and two weeks
more to apply topsoil and grass seed
on a contaminated field at the rear ofe
the property, Boyer said. The' grass
roots will hold contaminants in place
he said.

These steps ‘are short-term mea-
sures to remove- immediateé health
hazards posed by the site, said Dick
Salkie, chief of the EPA’s removal
branch.

Wilson said contaminants at the site

- do not pose a hazard to area residents,

" but longtlme workers at 15 busi-

nesses now operating there could face
health risks.

- The agency is negotiating an agree-
ment with past property owner Cor-
nell-Dubilier Electronics to clean the
interiors of some buildings where
high levels of contaminants were
found, Wilson said.

Salkie said the site is being consid-

‘ered for placement on the National

Priorities List for long term cleanup.

As part of its assessmeq,t, the EPA
in June tested sediments, water and

-ﬁsh ‘from the Bound Brook whrch;

Aflows mto New Market Pond, a popu-

lar fishing hole in Piscataway.

Results of the fish sampling should

be complete by mid- August Wllson _

sard

Mayor Raniel Gallagher saxd he
hopes that Franks’ v1s1t expedites the
cleanup

“The (state Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection) and the EPA

are perhaps more receptive when
they see a member of Congress " Gal-
lagher sard ‘

East Brunswick, N.J. 08816 .

DICK HUGHES, Editor mos246.5500 x7210
TERESA KLINK, Managing Editor x7215
PHIL HARTMAN, Sunday Editor x7320
ROD HlRSCH News Editor x7271

* BILL ZAPCIC Night Editor x734%;

THE HONE

"Vol. 2, No.

NEWS/ADVERTISING/ADMI!
' CLASSIFIED 7.
- CIRCULATION :

HOME DELIVERY RATES BY CA!
Weekdays and Sundays..........ooooooocoerriooo.. .
Weekdays and Saturday ...
Weekends (Fn Sat. & Sun ).
Sunday only ...................................................

HOME DEL]VERY RATES FOR P/
(For Advance payment made directly to the Home N
13 Weeks 26 Weel

Daily & Sunday 34.20 65.2
Weekdays & Saturday 23.40 44
Fri., Sat. & Sun. 16.80 327
Sunday only 19.00 17.2

Mail subscription rates available u:
Postmaster: Send address change to The Hori
& Tribune, P.O. Box 1550, Neptune, N.J, 07:

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFl¢

35 Kennedy Blvd., P.O. Box °
East Brunswick, N.J. 088}




